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Some OIJﬁr-vdtiom of Vipers.

A curious Italian, called Francefeo Redi, having lately had
an opportunity, by the great number of Vipers, brought to
the Grand L uke ot Tofcany for the compofing of Therrac or
Treacle, to examive what is vulgarly delivered and believed
concerning the Poy{on of thofe Creatures, hath, {according
to the account, given ofitin the French Joarnal des Scavans,
printed Janzary 4. 1665) performed his undertaking with
much exactnefs, and publith’d in an Italian traét, not yet come
into England, the{e Obfervations.

r. Hehath obferved, thatthe poyfonof Vipers is neither
in their Teeth, nor in their Tayle, nor in their Ga/ls but in
the two Veficles or Bladders, which cover their teeth, and which
coming to be comprefled, when the Vipers bite, do emita
certain yellowith Liquor, thatrunsalong the teeth and poy-
fonsthe wound. Whereof he gives this proof, that he hath
rub'd the wounds of many Anials with the Gall of Vipers,
and pricked them with their Teeth, and yet no confiderable
ill acaident follow'd upon it, but that as oftenas he rubbed
the wounds with the faid yellow Liquor , notone of them e-

fcaped.

2 Whereas commonly it hath hitherto been believed, that
the poyfon of Viper:being fwallowed,was prefent death; this
Author, after many reiterated Experiments, is faid to have
obfzrved, that in Vipers there is neither Humour, nor Excre-
ment, nor any part, not the Gall it felf, that, being taken into
thz RBody, kills.  And he affures, thathe hath feen men eat,
and hath often made Bruit Animals {fwallow all that is efteem’d
moit poyfotous ina Viper, yetwithout the leaft mifchicf to
them. Whence he thews, that it needs not fo much to be

wondred at, that cestain Empiricks fwallow the juyce of the
moft
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moft venomous Animals without reeeiving any harin there.
by; adding, that, whichisadfcribed to the vertue of their
Antidote , ought to be attributed to the nature of thofe kinds
of Pdylons, which are no poylons, whenthey are fwallow’d,
( for which Doctrine he alfo alledges Celfus ) butonely when
they are putinto wounds. Which alfo has been-noted by La-
cany who introduces Cato thus fpeaking 5

Noxia ferpentum eff admifto fanguine pefiis,
Morlu virus habent |3 fatum dente minantar
Pocula marte carent.

And what alfo fome Aathors have affirm’d, vide/. That it is
mortal, to eat of the Fleth of creatures killed by Vipers; or
to drink of the VVine wherein Vipers have been drownedsor:
to fuck the wounds that have been made by them, is by this
Authourobferved to be wide of truth.  For he affures, that
many perfons have eaten Pullets and Pigeons , bitten by Vi-
pers, without finding any alteration from itin their health.
On the contrary, he declares, Thatitis a foveraign Remedy
againft the biting of Vipers, to fuck the wound; alledging
an Experiment, made upon a Dog, which he caufed to be
bitten by a Viper at the nofe, who by licking his own wound
faved his life.  Which he confirms by the example of thofe
people, celebrated in Aiffery by the name of Marfiand P/l
whofe Employment it was, to heal thofe, thathad been bitten
by Serpents, by fucking their wounds.

3. He adds, that although Galen-and many modern Phyfizi:
ans do affirm, that there 15 nothing, which caufeth fo much
thirft, as Vipers-flefh, yet he hath experimented the contrary
and known divers perfons, who did eat the flefh of Vipers at
all their meals, and yet did affure him, they never were lefs dry,
then when they obferved that kind of Diet, :

4 As for the Salt of Vipers, whereof fome Coymifls ha\{qa
0.
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fo greatefteem, he faith, that it hath no Paurging vertue at alf
inir; adding thateven of 41 §alts, nose hath more vertue
thananother, as he pretends to have thew'd in an other Book
of his, De natura falium; which allo hath not bcenyettrau-ﬁ
mitted into thefe parts,

5. Hedenies, what &riffat’e aflures, and what Galen faith
to have often tryed, thar the Spistle of a Fafling perfon kills
Vipers , and helaughs at many other particulars, that have
been delivered concerning the Aneipathy of Vipers unto cer-
rain things ; and their manner of Conception and Generation,
and fevera! other properties, commouly afcribed to them:
whichthe alledged French Author affirms to be refuted by fo
many experiments made by this Izalien Philofopher, thatit
feems to him, there is no place left for doubting,after {o au.
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thentick a teftimony,

Advertifement,

He Beader of thefe Tranfaftions is defired to corre thefe
Eysrate in Number 8. viz. page. 132. line. penslt, read
Wine for Limey and page 133. line 10, read Threfher tor Tres
pher, asfome Copies haveit ; and page 136. line ult. read purifis

for putrifie,

LONDIY,
Printed for fobn Martynand James Allefiree, Printersto
the Royal Society, 1665,



